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1. Blue Nile State 
 
The fighting that broke out on 1 September between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N) continued throughout the reporting period. There were reports of fighting 
in the areas south, southeast and southwest of Ed Damazine town (Dindero, Ulu, Kurmuk, Geissan, Menza, 
Yabus, Um Darafa and Abu Gerang) as well as in parts of Ed Damazine locality. As access is restricted, it has 
been difficult to assess the full impact of the fighting on the civilian population.  
 
The situation in Ed Damazine town appears to be calm but still tense, according to the United Nations Department 
of Safety and Security (UNDSS). Fighting reportedly continued in areas south-west and south-east of Ed 
Damazine, including aerial bombardment and artillery. Very little information is available for the rest of the states, 
particularly SPLM-N controlled areas.  
 
Government-imposed movement restrictions for UN agency staff remained in place in both Sennar and Blue Nile 
States. On 8 September, the government stated that the assessment of humanitarian needs as well as the 
distribution of aid in Blue Nile State will be coordinated by state authorities and that any humanitarian activities 
that are needed will be carried out by local humanitarian organizations such as the Sudanese Red Crescent 
Society (SRCS).  
 
Local police in Ed Damazine continue to provide protection for the main UN offices and warehouses and this has 
prevented looting of these premises. However, three international NGOs have reportedly had their compounds 
looted in Ed Damazine. Meanwhile, there are reports that one UN compound and two international NGO 
compounds have been looted in Kurmuk since the fighting began.  
 
SRCS has reported that in the days following the outbreak of fighting in Blue Nile State, some 115,000 people fled 
their homes in the Ed Damazine area, while some 20,000 more people were displaced in the west of the state. 
Due to access restrictions, it has not been possible to verify these figures independently. According to the 
Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), about 80 per cent of the people that fled from Ed Damazine in the first few 
days have now returned to their homes.  
 
An additional 250 people from Blue Nile State wanting to travel to Juba arrived in Kosti, White Nile State, on 6 
September, while another 438 people have been registered arriving in Renk, Upper Nile State in South Sudan. 
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Key Points 
 Fighting continues in Blue Nile State. According to the Sudanese Red Crescent Society, over 

130,000 people were initially displaced as a result of the fighting, while the Humanitarian Aid 
Commission reports that about 80 per cent of these people have now returned to their homes. In 
addition to this number, some 20,000 people fled across the border into Ethiopia.  

 In South Kordofan, the Humanitarian Aid Commission has reported that some 8,000 people were 
newly displaced during the past week. 

 There are currently over 13,000 Southerners at Kosti way station, awaiting transportation to return 
to South Sudan. Most returnees wait an average of three months at the way station. 

 An estimated 3,000 people remain badly affected by flooding in North Darfur.  
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Concerning cross-border movements, UNHCR reports that some 4,000 people have been registered on the 
Ethiopian side of the border near Kurmuk, and another 5,000 people have been registered on the Ethiopian side 
of the border near Geissan. Many others have not yet been registered. UNHCR estimates that some 20,000 
people in total have crossed from Blue Nile State into Ethiopia. This number is expected to rise further, as people 
are still crossing into Ethiopia as a result of the continued fighting. 
 
For more information, please refer to OCHA’s Situation Reports on South Kordofan and Blue Nile available at 
www.unsudanig.org.  
 
 
2. South Kordofan State 
 
Information coming from South Kordofan over the last week has been limited. There have been reports of 
continued fighting in various parts of the state, but no detailed information has been provided to OCHA. 
 
With UNMIS troops continuing their withdrawal from the UNMIS compound in Kadugli, the safety and security of 
humanitarian staff and their remaining assets in the compound has been a concern. Several thefts from the 
compound took place during the reporting period.  
 
Heavy rains are compounding an already difficult situation in South Kordofan, with flooding resulting in the closure 
of many roads. 
  
There are currently only two UN international staff in Kadugli, one from UNICEF and one from UNHCR, and 48 
national staff. 
 
According to HAC in Kadugli, some 8,000 people have been newly displaced in South Kordofan. This includes 
some 3,000 people who came from Morong to Arregebat in Talodi locality, and another 5,000 who came from 
Tayomi, Abu Alhassan and Alusha Abdalla to Al Fashaia, Al Faid, Abu Karshola and Tarawa in Rashad locality. 
 
Meanwhile, according to UNHCR, some 3,400 people have crossed into Southern Sudan, Warrap State, mainly 
from Lira, Abujibeiha, Kulogi, Kadugli, Dilling and Buram. 
 
For more information, please refer to OCHA’s Situation Reports on South Kordofan and Blue Nile available at 
www.unsudanig.org.  
 
 
3. Abyei 
 
The security situation in Abyei remains calm but unpredictable, the Resident Coordinator’s Support Office (RCSO) 
has reported. The Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) is still present in Abyei town. However, the number of SAF soldiers 
is now considered to be lower than the number of Ethiopian troops deployed as part of the UN Interim Security 
Force in Abyei (UNISFA). As of 7 September, a total of 1,726 Ethiopian peacekeepers are in Sudan, with 1,675 
already in Abyei area and another 51 in Kadugli. 
 
Heavy rains on 2-3 September caused extensive flooding in Agok affecting most of the Agok area. NGO 
compounds in Agok were also affected, with the GOAL compound being the worst hit. The water level has been 
reported to be at knee-level in the Agok market area. Affected people have moved with their belongings to the 
main road and areas near the airstrip, which is on higher ground. The road leading to the UNISFA base has been 
cut off and the only open route is the Ajakuac - Turalei road, which is in very poor condition. The humanitarian 
focal point in Agok advised that about 10,000 people had been affected by the floods. However, NGOs could not 
confirm this figure. According to humanitarian partners, shelter and food are the most urgent reported needs of 
those affected by the flooding. 
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4. North-South population movements 
 
The Kosti way station is congested, with returnees settling outside and beyond the way station perimeter, 
UNICEF reported. All families are camping in the open in a makeshift settlement that continues to grow. There 
has been a marked increase in the number of Southern returnees arriving in Kosti from various parts of Northern 
Sudan, according to UNICEF. However, insecurity in border areas and the limited number of barges to transport 
returnees continues to impede their onward movement. The average stay of a returnee at the station is three 
months. IOM registration in Kosti is ongoing with a total of 14,348 people registered as of 7 September. 
 
The international NGO FAR reported that an estimated 300 people from Blue Nile were registered on 6-7 
September at the Kosti way station and they all are reportedly planning to travel to Juba. Meanwhile, luggage 
loading is on-going for two separate barge movements to transport returnees to South Sudan. Floods caused by 
heavy rains have left most of the way station inundated and stagnant water has been a major health concern. In 
an effort to address this issue, water draining in the main flooded area started on 6 September and about 30 
tankers full of water had been removed by 7 September, with some 100 tankers of water yet to be removed. 
 
Mosquito nets are urgently needed at the Kosti way station as malaria rates are believed to be high and are 
expected to continue to rise as stagnant water remains a problem. Each family has been provided with one 
mosquito net, but this is insufficient to meet their needs. More funding for mosquito nets has been identified and 
families will receive more nets shortly. 
 
Meanwhile, four sites were identified by water and sanitation partners and government officials for the new 
latrines outside the fenced area of the way station. If weather conditions permit the contractor will begin the work 
on 9 September. 
 
 
5. Darfur                                                                          
 
Flooding in Dar El Salam, North Darfur 
Heavy rains since mid August have caused flooding in the Dar El Salam locality, North Darfur. According to the 
national NGO Dar El Salam Development Association (DDA), the areas along the wadis were most affected. The 
estimated affected population stands at 3,000 people, of whom 850 people completely lost their homes and 
household items. Classrooms, offices and latrines in seven basic schools were partially damaged or completely 
destroyed by the floods. 
 
The Dar El Salam Locality Commissioner requested support from the humanitarian community to reconstruct the 
spillway in the wadi in Umm Tahana to channel excess water into the nearby reservoir during heavy rains. This 
would reduce the amount of water flowing through the other wadis in the town and avoid the yearly flooding and 
destruction of property. Dar El Salam also continues to experience shortages of water as there are only two water 
sources in the town serving IDPs, host population and livestock. It was reported that the residents and IDP are 
drinking unsafe flood water from pools created by the floods. Flooding also affected some of the roads outside the 
town with reports of WFP food trucks being stuck along the way for three days. Some health units outside Dar El 
Salam were also temporarily inaccessible due to bad road conditions. 
 
Joint initiative by League of Arab States and UNAMID to develop 12 model villages in Darfur  
The League of Arab States and UNAMID this week announced an agreement to develop, with the Government of 
the Sudan, 12 model villages in 12 months, to serve an estimated 300,000 returnees in Darfur. The Arab League 
and UNAMID will also work to bring relevant United Nations agencies, Arab specialised organisations, 
international NGOs, donor countries and development organisations to this and other recovery initiatives to 
promote sustainable economic development. UNAMID reported that each model village will have three 
development components: basic infrastructure; social and humanitarian services; and livelihoods creation and 
support. 
 


